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find nothing very strange in the thought of one Christian
striking another on the cheek. But we must be careful
not to antedate this sad knowledge. It is inconceivable
that in the very act of founding a society of brothers
sworn to mutual love, in the very freshness of Christian
feeling, Christ should have supposed the existence of
savage enmities in the very bosom of the Church, and
should have commanded them to be tolerated. Such
gloomy foresight is not characteristic of the Sermon on
the Mount. On the contrary, there breathes through it
more of that ardour which realizes a distant ideal, and
overlooks intermediate difficulties, than appears in any
other discourse of Christ. It is the first, the simplest,
the largest utterance of the new Law, the most inspired
expression of the civilization of the modern world, the
fundamental document of ripe morality. It inaugurated
a golden age of reconciliation and union. It is the
earliest and softest note of that heavenly Dove which
has built its nest among men, and which, though often
scared away for a time, has still returned. True indeed
it is, that the actual reconciliation of mankind was fur-
ther off than might at that time have seemed. True
that Christ on other occasions recognised this with a
strange sagacity and certainty. Still, nothing is so in-
credible as that he should have countenanced or tole-
rated in thought so complete an obliteration of the
distinction between the Church and the surrounding
world as might make it possible to apply to the same
person the terms c enemy' and c fellow-Christian/

If, then, we take it for proved that the directions con-
tained in this passage refer only to the case of injuries
inflicted by heathens, we arrive at this remarkable con-

x